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John Ralston Saul 
International President 
 

Two events symbolized the force of PEN’s work this 
year. Our former International President, Mario Vargas 
Llosa, won the Nobel Prize for literature. And Liu 
Xiaobo, the founder and first President of the 
Independent Chinese PEN Centre, won the Nobel 
Peace Prize. One of them is a great novelist and the 
other a great essayist. Both are determined public 
advocates for freedom of expression. And they have 
repeatedly demonstrated that they are willing to take 
the risks that such determination implies. They remind 
us of that core PEN belief, that literature and freedom 

of expression are one and the same thing. And that literature can never be, at 
least not for long, the natural bedfellow of comfort.  
 
 
Our members played and continue to play a leading role in the public 
language and actions that have changed life in Tunisia; they spoke out on 
Tahrir Square; they have written, spoken, taken risks and often suffered in 
countries around the Arab spring. In Mexico, our writers have been part of the 
public language in a situation that remains dangerous and has led to the 
death of so many writers and journalists. All of this could be seen as another 
illustration of how literature and freedom of expression feed each other. 
 
At the same time we began working towards The Girona Manifesto as a new 
way of speaking out for smaller languages and cultures, including those in 
danger of disappearing.  
 
What makes our work possible is a combination of strong, active Centres and 
a strong, active international organization. This year, the international office 
tightened its budget and embraced a flat, transparent approach to its work. 
Sara Whyatt and Frank Geary led our staff in all of this as wonderful interim 
co-Executive Directors and we set about seriously reforming our approach to 
fundraising, making it increasingly international.  
 
And with all of you we are talking about how our almost 90 year old 
organization should function over the next decade. We have never had so 
many Centres or so many members. We are writers. Writing and talking about 
how a movement as experienced as PEN International should evolve is not 
only essential; it is a reminder that we are something very rare – a large, 
stable, international grassroots movement. We are driven and shaped by the 
commitment of our members.  
 
�

�
�
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International Secretary 
 

This year we have worked hard to ensure the financial 
stability of the organisation given the challenges 
presented by the global economic crisis. It was a 
challenging financial year but one which the 
organisation has weathered. 
 
A strong fundraising plan was put in place.  By putting 
the focus on a long-term strategy, the executive board 
concentrated on ensuring growth in unrestricted core 
funding for the organization.  
 
We established a new initiative – the Publishers’ Circle 
– creating a network of publishers worldwide.  

International President John Ralston Saul has engaged leading publishers in 
this dynamic and growing network over recent months.   
 
The 2010 PEN International Congress was held in September in Tokyo, 
where 250 writers representing 86 countries and regions participated under 
the theme “Literature and Environment”. This Congress was a remarkable 
achievement marking the highest number of participants ever attending 
Congress. This year’s Congress greatly contributed towards the development 
of regional networking, solidarity and partnership. 
 
PEN International is governed by the decisions made by the delegates to its 
annual Congress and the decisions of the Congress and other policy matters 
are carried out by the Board, which is elected by the membership. It includes 
an executive consisting of the President, the International Secretary, and the 
Treasurer, and seven members-at-large. The Executive Director is in charge 
of the PEN International Office under the supervision of the International 
Secretary on behalf of the board, thus responsible for the office’s staffing and 
the day-to-day activities within the budget established annually by the 
Assembly of Delegates. This year saw a period of administrative change 
within the organisation.  
 
Following the resignation of former executive director Caroline McCormick the 
executive board nominated staff members Frank Geary and Sara Whyatt as 
Interim Executive Directors.  We thank Caroline for her contribution to the 
work of PEN International and wish her every success for the future.  
Recruitment for a new Executive Director is scheduled to begin in early 2011.   
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Strengthening the work of PEN worldwide  
Regional Programmes 
 

 
 
PEN International celebrates literature and promotes freedom of expression. 
In 2010, our worldwide community of writers ran successful campaigns, 
events, programmes and projects engaging hundreds of writers and readers 
with our work.  
 
Collaborating with PEN Centres across the world, the International 
Programmes work of PEN International has enabled a number of projects that 
highlight the importance of reading and writing and freedom of expression, 
and dialogue between countries, languages and communities. The projects 
include writing and storytelling workshops, public readings, pioneering 
mentoring schemes in schools, family events and literary events. 
 
Since 2007, International PEN has developed Regional Programmes in Africa, 
Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia Pacific and Central 
Asia. We have also collaborated closely with PEN Centre Networks across all 
these regions. We have grown from working with 15 Centres in 2007 to close 
to 70 PEN Centres in 2010. Close to half of all PEN Centres are now 
participating in these programmes. 
 
The Regional Programmes combine:  
 

·  Capacity building, strengthening PEN Centres as organisations and 
strengthening their activities  

·  Programmes exploring the role of the writer in civil society, the role of 
reading and writing in expanding freedom of expression, and the role 
culture plays in development and human rights 

·  Building stronger connections and collaborations between PEN 
Centres worldwide 

 
70 PEN Centres have benefited from capacity building programmes since 
2007. 36 PEN Centres have developed programmes in education, libraries 
and community access, public events, campaigns, or exchanges between 
regions. 11 new PEN Centres have been established since 2007. 



 

 4 

In 2010, programmes activity focussed on:  
 

·  Consolidation and development of existing regional programmes in 
Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean 

·  Establishment of a new regional programme in Asia Pacific, involving 
new PEN Centres in regional programme activities  

·  Supporting the development and activity of Regional Networks of PEN 
Centres, establishing a new approach to regional programmes in 
Central Asia in collaboration with the Ural-Altay Language Solidarity 
Network  

·  Exploring cross regional and intra regional cooperation  
·  Fundraising and sustainability for PEN Centre programmes and 

Regional Programmes 
 
Key achievements of the International programmes ar e as follows: 
 

·  Consolidation and development of the Africa Regional Programme; 6 
PEN Centres delivered education, libraries and community access 
programmes benefiting 11,160 children between the ages of 8 and 18, 
and 4 Centres were involved in skills exchanges 

·  During the first year of the Asia Pacific Regional Programme 4 PEN 
Centres initiated new education, library and community access 
programmes benefitting 350 children aged 8 to 18 and 600 teachers 
and educators, 7 PEN Centres were involved in skills exchanges, and 
16 PEN Centres were involved in an ongoing capacity building 
programme.  

·  In Central Asia 5 PEN Centres engaged in capacity building 
programmes, and 3 PEN Centres were involved in developing cross-
regional education, library and community access programmes. 

·  Development of a new partnership between law firm Clifford Chance’s 
international offices and PEN Centres in Mexico and Zambia, sharing 
expertise on legal research and organisational development.  

·  Increased development of regional networks across International PEN 
has strengthened PEN activities in all world regions. 2010 saw a clear 
increase in activity and prominence of regional networks within the 
organisation. Regional working is key to the future development of 
PEN, and this is a significant step for the organisation, leading to an 
active, committed and sustainable base for PEN’s activity in all regions.   

·  The growth of Ural Altay Language Solidarity Network, with the support 
and collaboration of the International Programmes team, has created a 
new and sustainable model of activity led by Centres encompassing 
twinning of Centres across regions. The network’s strong activity in 
Central Asia addresses the principal issue identified by Centres in the 
region – isolation – by creating a linguistic network that includes PEN 
Centres in countries from Japan, Korea, through Central Asia to 
Turkey, Hungary and Finland. The Network uses cultural connections 
as a mechanism to address organisational and freedom of expression 
issues.   

·  Increased cooperation between regions. Since 2009 we have been 
increasing exchange between regional programmes. 2010 has seen an 
increase in this cross-regional exchange through, for example, the Ural 
Altay Network’s cross-regional approach to Central Asia, the focus on 
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Zambia PEN secure media coverage 

networks and increased presence of African Centres at the 2010 PEN 
Annual Congress, and a revised and integrated approach to PEN 
International’s activity. 

 
 

Africa Regional Programme 2010  
 
The Africa regional programme began in 2007. It has since become a 
successful illustration of what PEN can mean day-to-day to writers and 
readers, connecting communities through the exchange of ideas, stories and 
the written word. 18 PEN Centres in the region have undertaken a variety of 
activities in the fields of education, library and community access, and the 
promotion of literature. In 2010, PEN Centres in the Africa Regional 
Programme worked with over 11,000 children and young people through their 
education and community programmes.   
 
In 2010 Sierra Leone PEN established 15 new PEN school clubs, bringing the 
total number of clubs to 40 and ensuring that 1800 students across the 
country will benefit from this programme.  
 
Ghana PEN’s schools clubs focus on teaching English language skills and 
developing human rights awareness. In 2010 the Centre established ten new 
school clubs, bringing the total number of clubs to 30, and held writing 
workshops in 10 schools, directly benefiting approximately 2000 students.  

 
Zambian PEN is now in its third year 
of working to activate public interest 
in the available library resources; the 
Centre organised a seminar 
programme attended by community 
leaders, local councillors, and 
librarians to determine a course of 
action regarding the renovation of 
libraries. This resulted in a 
commitment of financial and material 
assistance by the local government 
in regards to the maintenance of 
library facilities. The Centre 

continues to deliver reading and writing workshops in schools, and for 
emerging writers.  
 
In consultation with students, teachers, and parents, the Guinea PEN Centre 
focused in 2010 on the creation of new reading clubs and the strengthening of 
the capacities of existing groups. As a result of this expansion and the 
continued development of the mobile library bus service the project is now 
working with over 40 schools in the region, including several schools based 
within rural development communities and is benefiting the lives of over 7,100 
children. 
 
The development of a new project with the Commonwealth Foundation and 
Sierra Leone PEN will address some key questions regarding impact 
assessment, monitoring and evaluation. In particular, the programme sets out 
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to provide an evidence-base for the benefits of culture and development 
projects, case studies, and tools for advocacy and fundraising.  
 
Two important meetings in 2010 have enabled this work. The first at the PEN 
International Annual World Congress in Tokyo, Japan in September 2010, at 
which 15 of the 17 active African PEN Centres were present. The meeting 
reviewed the work and achievements to date of PEN Centres in the Africa 
Regional Programme, and put in place planning to strengthen the regional 
network of PEN Centres. In December 2010, Egyptian PEN hosted a meeting 
of African PEN Centres in Cairo focusing on the role of PEN in Africa. This is 
the first regional meeting since the beginning of the Africa Programme to be 
organised by a PEN Centre and represents an important step in the 
development of PEN’s regional work. The meeting focused on the challenges 
facing African PEN Centres and writers; development of future collaborative 
projects; and challenges to freedom of expression faced by writers in the 
continent.  
 
Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Programme 2010 
 
Launched in 2008, the Latin America and Caribbean regional programme 
brought together 11 Centres to develop activity and address and support their 
growth. Since then, PEN Centres in the region have delivered programmes 
exploring the changing role of the writer in the region’s changing political, 
social and cultural landscape. Bolivia PEN identified a lack of teaching in 
indigenous languages and worked with over 500 children to promote the use 
of Quechua in primary schools. Nicaragua PEN brought established writers to 
secondary schools and universities across the country giving literary readings 
and seminars exploring human rights and literature. 3 PEN Centres based in 
Mexico are pioneering a collaborative partnership with law firm Clifford 
Chance’s Latin America office. This involves legal research and building the 
capacity of the PEN Centres in areas such as communications and public 
relations. Since January 2010 PEN International has worked with the Haiti 
PEN Centre to rebuild after the earthquake and the death of Georges 
Anglade, founder and President of PEN Haiti, in the earthquake. The Centre 
was supported financially through the PEN Emergency fund as well as 
contributions from other PEN Centres. A grant secured from the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie enabled PEN International to support the 
attendance of two official delegates from Haiti PEN to the Annual PEN 
Congress in Tokyo in September. Attendance at the Congress led to the 
development of partnerships with other Centres; ensured the Centre’s 
representation in planning of regional activity as well as at the Assembly of 
Delegates; and contributed toward Haiti PEN’s own strategic planning for the 
Centre’s future development. 
 
 
Asia and Pacific Regional Programme 2010  
 
In 2010 PEN International continued to work with PEN Centres in Asia and 
the Pacific, building on the launch of the Asia Pacific Regional Programme in 
2009. The two principal focuses have been ongoing capacity building work, 
and the development of education, reading and writing programmes. This 
proved to be a key year for the development and strengthening of PEN in the 
region. The International PEN Annual Congress was held within the region, in 
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Tokyo, Japan in September 2010. The meeting was attended by a record 
number of Centres and, for the first time in PEN’s history, the Congress 
commenced with dedicated sessions for regional meetings. This is evidence 
of a move across the entire organisation towards the development of stronger 
regional networks and programmes delivering joint programmes of activity in 
their region. This shift has been brought about over the last 4 years, and has 
resulted in strengthening of International PEN’s organisational structure and 
impact. 
 
Developing on the mapping process and regional conference undertaken in 
2009, in 2010 the International Programmes team worked with PEN Centres 
to develop and implement education projects with Philippines PEN, Nepal 
PEN, and Tibetan Writers Abroad PEN. Nepal PEN has worked with 
education authorities, teachers, parents, students, writers and publishers to 
promote and revitalise a reading culture in Nepal. 10 schools have taken part 
in an outreach programme and Nepal PEN is producing reports with 
recommendations for future action to promote young people’s involvement 
with reading. Through a series of workshops on literature teaching, 
Philippines PEN Centre aims to promote Philippine literature and support its 
relevance as part of the educational curriculum, providing critical guidance 
and resource materials to readers and teachers along with fostering habits of 
reading. The Tibetan Writers Abroad PEN Centre has developed a community 
access initiative and outreach programme focussing on its Tibetan exile 
monthly journal, of which 4000 copies are circulated per month amongst more 
then 80 schools and non governmental organizations, sharing information 
about human rights abuses, and publicising reading and writing in Tibetan 
language.  
 
One new PEN Centre was established in the region in 2010: Cambodia PEN. 
This new PEN Centre has worked closely with PEN International to develop 
governance structures, a Centre constitution and strategic planning for the 
sustainable development of the Centre and its activities.  
 
 
Central Asia  
 
PEN International’s work in Central Asia has focussed on supporting and 
collaboration with the Ural Altay Language Solidarity Network, a network of 
PEN Centres which includes all of Central Asia plus Japan, Korea, Turkey, 
Hungary and Finland. During 2010 the focus has been on regional 
development, building a sustainable well functioning regional network and 
developing human rights education programmes in Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan. 
 
Through a series of regional meetings, PEN Centres in this region have 
identified their principal focuses as isolation and rebuilding international 
solidarity; freedom of expression restrictions and self-censorship; Centre 
development, building the infrastructure and capacity needed to function 
effectively.  
 
The Ural Altay network hosted two meetings in 2010, in Hungary and in 
Kyrgyzstan, which have been attended by PEN International PEN staff and 
board members who have led workshops on Centre capacity building and 
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freedom of expression campaigning, in addition to focussing on the network’s 
regional development. The cross-regional nature of the network ensures that 
the isolation identified by Central Asian PEN Centres is mitigated due to the 
involvement of Japan, Korea, Turkey, Hungary and Finland. Due to this work, 
the network has developed sustainable structures and committed membership 
across Central Asia. The meeting in Kyrgyzstan in July 2010 was attended by 
50 writers from across Central Asia. Coming after the violence in southern 
Kyrgyzstan and before a national election the meeting highlighted key issues 
in the country and the region focussing on freedom of expression and ethnic 
conflict.  
 
A network of Centres in the region including Central Asia PEN and Uyghur 
PEN has developed a human rights education project in the region which 
commences at the beginning of 2011. The project will provide training to 
human rights activists in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, promote the integration 
of human rights in schools, analyse the curriculum at all levels of education in 
schools in the region, carry out research on freedom of expression education, 
in addition to providing teacher training, extracurricular activities and teacher 
workshops. 
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Poet Daljit Nagra at Free the Word! closing event 
'Reading Revolutionaries'. 

Celebrating Literature  
Free the Word! 2010 
 
The Free the Word! festival was inaugurated by PEN International in 2008 
with the aim of introducing readers to both new and established writers from 
around the world. 
 
London’s third annual Free the 
Word! festival was produced by 
PEN International in April 2010. 
The 2010 festival took the theme: 
“Words, Words, Nothing but … 
Words?”. Fourteen events were 
held over five days at a variety of 
exciting central locations in the city, 
mainly at the Southbank Centre but 
also at the Free Word Centre, the 
London School of Economics, 
Foyles Bookshop, Southwark 
Playhouse and the Young Vic.  
 
Despite the drastic prohibition on international air travel as a result of the 
eruption of Iceland’s Eyjafjallajökull volcano in April 2010, the vast majority of 
Free the Word! London’s invitees were, fortunately, able to attend. These 
included such established and emerging writers as Nawal El Saadawi (Egypt), 
Richard Ford (USA), James Kelman (Scotland), Margaret Busby (Ghana/UK), 
Leonardo Padura (Cuba), Daljit Nagra (UK) Olive Senior (Jamaica/Canada), 
Sujata Bhatt (India), Adania Shibli (Palestine/UK), Irakli Kakabadze (Georgia), 
John Mateer (South Africa/Australia) and others. The festival culminated in a 
dramatic finale at Southbank Centre, “Reading Revolutionaries”, where 
literary giants Chinua Achebe and Derek Walcott each made an “appearance” 
via live video linkup as part of a lineup that also included Kamau Brathwaite, 
Linton Kwesi Johnson, Blake Morrison, Maureen Freely and others. 
 

The festival included poetry 
workshops led by featured guests, a 
celebration of the Writers in Prison 
Committee’s fiftieth anniversary, 
spotlights on the Beirut 39 and 
Independent Foreign Fiction Prize 
literary events and the third annual 
instalments of “International Futures”, 

the “Insulting Cabaret” and “Literary Lunch”.  
 
Beginning in October 2009, Free the Word! began to mature in concept from a 
single, London-based festival to a network of related festivals in a number of 
countries that continues to grow. The aims of Free the Word! are: 
 
·  to bring writers together to share ideas and experiences across cultures; 
·  to explore and debate a range of issues connected with literature and free 

expression; 
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·  to open conversations about how literature can transform, influence and 
excite; 

·  to contribute to the flow of literature around the world, through translation 
and the promotion of writing culture; 

·  to introduce readers to established and emerging voices; 
·  to provide space for debate and dialogue between readers and writers. 

 
In 2010, Free the Word! festivals continued to proliferate, with events in 
Santiago de Compostela, Galicia, Spain (June), Istanbul, Turkey (June), 
Rabat, Morocco (November) and Linz/Vienna/Eisenstadt/Salzburg, Austria 
(November). The network further developed its aims, which include not only 
facilitating more events in more countries across the world but also taking 
steps to creating a festival handbook for PEN Centres interested in 
introducing the festival in their respective countries, and encouraging Centres 
that have already run festivals to compare experiences as well as share 
themes and guests relevant to their local contexts. 
 
Participating PEN Centres in the Free the Word! programme commit to certain 
responsibilities including artistic programming of events; fundraising and 
budget management; festival organisation and logistics; marketing and 
publicity (using the Free the Word! Logo and branding); and making material 
from the events (commissions, articles, interviews, blog entries, podcasts etc) 
available to the PEN International website.  
 

In return, PEN International 
develops and co-ordinates the 
network; seeks opportunities for 
cross-programming and 
collaboration with other Free the 
Word! events (setting up an 
online calendar, providing 
information about other festivals, 
organising network meetings, 
ensuring the flow of ideas and 
experience through the network); 
develops guidelines and best 
practice for literary events; 

provides information on different ways of staging translation events; offers 
advice on programming and marketing; provides Free the Word! branding 
materials and logos; creates an online space for all the festivals.  
 
The Free the Word! programme has been funded by the European Union’s 
Culture Programme, Bloomberg L.P., and by the Prince Claus Fund of The 
Netherlands. In 2010 it was decided that the focus of PEN International’s 
fundraising would concentrate on developing and facilitating the network – 
networking meetings, co-ordination costs, editorial guidance and development 
of the Free the Word! section of the new PEN International website. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Feminist writer and activist, Nawal El Saadawi 
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PEN International Magazine 
 
PEN International Magazine, relaunched in 2007, 
continued to develop in 2010, with new original 
commissions and closer linkage to the Free the 
Word! festival and other PEN International 
programmes such as the Writers in Prison 
Committee.  
 
The last issue of 2009, “Context: Asia Pacific”, 
crossed over into 2010 by virtue of being released in 
late autumn and being more widely distributed in 
January. The last of the regionally themed issues, it 
was also one of the most editorially successful 
magazines to date, with contributions issuing from 
many corners of this vast regional grouping – India, 

Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, China, Myanmar, the Philippines, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand, and elsewhere. The guest writers were the Uyghur writer 
Nurmuhemmet Yasin, whose story “Wild Pigeons” (presented in full in this 
issue in a newly edited translation) had resulted in his arrest and detention by 
Chinese authorities. No word has been heard from him since, and his 
inclusion in this issue as the lead guest was meant to honour him and attest to 
the fact that he has not been forgotten. (The PEN Writers in Prison Committee 
and Uyghur PEN have both documented his case and taken action.) India’s 
Urvashi Butalia was the magazine’s second guest writer, with an early excerpt 
from her remarkable portrait of a New Delhi hijra (transsexual).  
 
The first issue of 2010, “Words, Words, Nothing but … Words” adopted the 
theme of the 2010 Free the Word! festival, and several of the writers 
appearing on the festival slate were commissioned to contribute to this issue. 
These included Amruta Patil (India), Michela Wrong (UK), Pauline Melville 
(UK), James Kelman (Scotland), Sujata Bhatt (India), Olive Senior 
(Jamaica/Canada), Donato Ndongo-Bidyogo (Equatorial Guinea/Spain), 
Nawal El Saadawi (Egypt), Victor Terán (Mexico), Margaret Busby 
(Ghana/UK), Maya Jaggi (UK) and John Mateer (South Africa/Australia). For 
the first time, the issue commissioned several guest writers instead of two 
headlining guests, a precedent that will henceforth be followed.  
 
In addition, the issue reprints six poems from the 26:50 initiative, a partnership 
between the writers’ organisation 26 and the PEN Writers in Prison 
Committee (WiPC), commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the WiPC with 
fifty poems based on the fifty cases of writers incarcerated or executed for 
their work. 
 
For the third year, the magazine hosted the “International Futures” event at 
the London Free the Word! festival, which was once again one of the best 
attended festival highlights. “International Futures” showcases emerging or 
internationally lesser known writers, and this year included Ubax Cristina Ali 
Farah (Somalia/Italy), Korash Atahan (a Uyghur poet from Xinjiang [China]), 
John Mateer (South Africa/Australia), Victor Terán (a Zapotec poet from 
Mexico). The poet Daljit Nagra (UK) moderated the event and read from his 
work as well. 
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Translation and Linguistic Rights Committee  
 

The Committee met for their annual conference in 
Barcelona in July and again in September in Tokyo. At 
the Committee’s annual conference, participants 
discussed topics focussing on native languages and 
linguistic diversity, and cultural diffusion and the 
market. The Committee’s meetings in Tokyo were 
attended by delegates from all world regions. A project 
was initiated to revisit the Universal Declaration on 
Linguistic Rights with a view to producing campaigning 
materials and themes which PEN Centres can use in 
their work locally and nationally.  

 
 

Diversity Collection  
 
Hosted by Macedonian PEN, the Diversity Collection is an electronic 
multilingual collection of poetry, fiction and non-fiction. In 2010 it presented a 
number of works in their original languages and translation, including 
Chinese, Norwegian and Serbian into Macedonian, Romanian into English 
and Portuguese into English and Macedonian.  
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Promoting freedom of expression and solidarity 
among writers 
 
The 50th Anniversary Campaign: Because Writers Speak 
Their Minds  

The Writers in Prison 
Committee of PEN 

International 
commemorated its fiftieth 
year in 2010 with a year-
long campaign - Because 
Writers Speak their 

Minds. The Writers in Prison Committee published a list of 50 emblematic 
cases which its members have worked on over the last half-century. These 
begin with the Albanian writer Musine Kokalari, imprisoned for nearly twenty 
years, and one of the first 30 cases considered by the Writers in Prison 
Committee in 1960.  The last of the 50 emblematic cases is the Chinese writer 
and dissident, Liu Xiaobo, who has been in prison since 2008 and who is the 
recipient of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize.     

For the full list of 50 cases, see www.pen-international.org.uk  

It has been an extremely successful campaign, 
for both the WiPC and for PEN International as a 
whole, with a very high profile internationally—
anniversary events, publications, exhibitions, 
fundraising exercises, specially commissioned 
writing and artwork. The campaign logo, media 
materials, the 50/50 caselist, website and 
Facebook pages were utilized by many centres. 
The campaign culminated in events around 15th 
November, Day of the Imprisoned Writer (see 
below). 

Freedom to Write in the Americas 

The Freedom to Write in the Americas 
campaign, launched in February 2009 with a 
focus on the persecution of writers and 
journalists in the region, particularly in 
Mexico, Cuba and Venezuela, wound up in 
March 2010. Highlights of the final months of 
the campaign included lobbying the Mexican 
and Cuban authorities on their freedom of 
expression commitments a year after the 
UN’s first review of their human rights records 
under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
mechanism in 2009 and securing press 

coverage on impunity for journalist killings and disappearances in Mexico. The 
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Writers in Prison Committee (WiPC) also maintained and improved the 
bilingual campaign web pages, including the creation of a ‘tool box’ section 
collecting together all campaign materials, and a section listing useful 
contacts for journalists and writers seeking assistance in the campaign focus 
countries. Some 35 PEN Centres took part in the campaign across the year 
(almost half of the Centres with WiPCs worldwide), half of them based in the 
Americas. Feedback from Centres shows they were engaged in a high level 
and wide range of activities in the second half of the campaign and their 
response to the campaign was overwhelmingly positive. 

 
Iran Campaign  
 
In February 2010, the WiPC joined other freedom of expression organizations 
for Our Society will be a Free Society , a campaign to highlight the plight of 
more than 60 writers, journalists and bloggers then in prison in Iran. Our 
specific piece of the campaign was to organize an appeal from PEN centres 
to their diplomats attending Iran’s appearance before the Universal Periodic 
Review (UPR) in February. Centres from Russia, South Africa, Belgium 
(Flanders), Norway, Netherlands, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzogovinia, and USA 
and Zambia wrote letters and reported back to us. 
 
Tunisia: research and lobbying  
 
In late April 2010, WiPC Africa researcher Tamsin Mitchell joined the 
International Freedom of Expression Exchange Tunisia Monitoring Group 
(IFEX-TMG) in a mission to Tunisia to research and raise concerns about 
attacks on journalists and writers. The delegation met with independent 
journalists, lawyers, human rights and media organisations, and returned to 
report on the then acute situation of free expression in the country (the report 
is available  at: 
http://ifex.org/tunisia/2010/06/18/ifextmgmissionreport_june2010.pdf).  
 

In June, President of PEN International John Ralston 
Saul joined Tunisian PEN Secretary General and 
leading media rights activist Sihem Bensedrine in 
Brussels to make a presentation to the European 
Parliament’s Sub Committee on Human Rights and hold 
a press conference on the then extremely difficult 
situation for writers and journalists in Tunisia.  
 
Lobbying at the European Union remained a focus in 
the second half of 2010, with Tamsin Mitchell making 
two trips to Brussels in October. The first trip was to 
present the TMG’s mission report (see above) to a 
conference on the human rights situation in Tunisia and 

to accompany Sihem Bensedrine to meetings with Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs). During the second trip, Tamsin, Sihem, Tunisian rights 
lawyer and former WiPC case Mohamed Abbou, along with other TMG 
members, met with representatives of the European Commission and 
Parliament to highlight various concerns, including the plight of then 
imprisoned journalist Fahem Boukaddous, a new law criminalizing EU 
lobbying by Tunisian activists, and the lack of an independent judiciary in 
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Mexican Writer 

Tunisia. In early December, Tamsin and TMG Chair Rohan Jayasekera (Index 
on Censorship) undertook a follow-up trip to Tunisia, where they met with a 
number of judges, lawyers and NGOs, including Tunisian PEN, and planned 
campaigning activities for 2011 (subsequently revised in light of the January 
2011 revolution). 
 

United Nations 
 
From November 2009-October 2010 there have been interventions in the 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process on Kenya, Spain, Turkey, Belarus, 
Armenia, Burma, America, Croatia and Somalia. In some cases Centres 
drafted the submissions themselves, in others it was the WiPC staff. In May 
2010, members of the Kenya and Catalan PEN centres were able to come to 
Geneva to watch as their governments addressed questions about human 
rights and how they plan to deal with the problems. The WiPC believes that 
supporting the engagement of PEN centres in this process is an excellent way 
to encourage the freedom of expression work in centres that may not have the 
capacity for work on individual cases, but are able to become leaders in the 
civil society movement in their own country. This project was carried out in 
collaboration with the International Publishers’ Association and Index on 
Censorship with generous support of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

 
8th March International Womens’ Day 
 
In 2010 the WiPC marked International Women’s Day by 
highlighting and reflecting on the 14 women who are 
among the 50 emblematic cases featured in the WiPC’s 
Because Writers Speak Their Minds anniversary actions. It 
also took the opportunity to renew actions on three of these 
cases: Lydia Cacho of Mexico, Sihem Bensedrine of 
Tunisia, and Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma, as well as to 
raise three current cases in Vietnam, Russia and Iran.  
 

Religious Defamation 
 
In September, PEN hosted a United Nations panel held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on “Faith and Free Speech: Defamation of Religions and 
Freedom of Expression”. The program, hosted by International PEN and co-
sponsored by the Norwegian and American PEN Centers and Index on 
Censorship, the International Publishers Association, and Article 19, 
presented the views of writers from a wide range of countries and religious 
traditions. John Ralston Saul was joined on the panel by Agnes Callamard, 
Director of Article 19, Swiss-born and Oxford-based Islamic scholar Tariq 
Ramadan, and Budhy Rahman from the Asia Foundation in Indonesia. Four 
internationally acclaimed writers—Nobel Prize laureate Wole Soyinka, Ariel 
Dorfman, Azar Nafisi, and Kwame Anthony Appiah—made statements by 
videotape. All of the participants echoed Saul’s message that individuals have 
an absolute right to practice their religion freely and without discrimination or 
threat of violence, and that prohibitions on religious defamation are not an 
effective means to reduce bigotry or religious hatred.  The meeting was 
attended by a large number of government representatives and UN officials.  
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To see a recording of the presentations, visit: 
http://www.pen.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5305 

November 15th: Day of the Imprisoned Writer 

For the Day of the Imprisoned Writer on 15 November 2010, the Writers in 
Prison Committee (WiPC) highlighted five specific cases of writers sentenced, 
murdered or otherwise in danger. These were: Hossein Derakshan , a 
blogger sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment in Iran; Robert Mintya , a 
Cameroonian newspaper editor, then awaiting trial and suffering poor health 

after being attacked in prison (since released); Tal Al-
Mallouhi,  a 19 year-old Syrian blogger, poet and high 
school student, held incommunicado in Damascus since 
27 December 2009; Dilmurod Saidov , an independent 
Uzbek journalist, who is serving 12 years in prison on 
extortion charges widely thought to have been fabricated, 
and who has not received medical treatment for 
tuberculosis; and José Bladimir Antuna García , a 
journalist murdered in Mexico in November 2009, whose 

killers have never been identified or prosecuted.   
 
The WiPC also produced a press pack, news release in three languages and 
other materials with a focus on the 50th Anniversary campaign. There was 
very strong response to materials, and many centres had successful public 
events in the week of November 15th. 
 

Season’s Greetings 

Every year, in December, members of the PEN community come together to 
write messages of solidarity, support and hope to their fellow writers 
imprisoned or killed for practicing their right to free expression. In 2010 as in 
previous years, many of the suggested writers were in China and Cuba. But 
there were also writers in Azerbaijan, Ethiopia, Iran, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey 
and Vietnam, amongst other countries.   

ICORN 

PEN International’s Writers in Prison Committee (WiPC) has continued its 
work with the International Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN). ICORN 
provides placements in around 30 cities in Europe and North America, usually 
for two years, for writers who are seeking respite from difficult situations in 
their homelands arising from the practice of their professions. PEN’s WiPC 
acts as advisor to ICORN, providing expert commentary on applications to 
enable the network in its decision making. In 2010, the WiPC assisted ICORN 
in its assessment of 24 applications in countries ranging from Ethiopia to Iran 
and from Sri Lanka to Georgia. 

 
 
 
 

Hossein Derakshan 
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Writers for Peace  
 
In 2010, the Peace Committee of International PEN played an active part in 
advocating writing as a tool for cross-cultural understanding. The 42nd 
Conference of the Committee took place from 24 – 27 March, hosted by 
Slovene PEN. Writers from many PEN Centres came together to discuss their 
work, and share thoughts and ideas about the two themes of the conference; 
‘Globalisation: an opportunity for all or a new colonisation for many' and 
‘Peace between diurnal and nocturnal dreams'. There was also time for 
sharing literature in two evenings of readings.  
 
Members of the Peace Committee attended a number of regional meetings 
and conferences, including the participation of the Committee’s Vice Chair, 
Terese Salema at the conference of the Translation and Linguistic Rights 
Committee in Barcelona, with her paper on linguistic minorities and the 
question of peace. 
 
To further share their work with the PEN community and writers and readers 
worldwide, a blog is maintained by Teresa Salema of Portuguese PEN that 
regularly posts news of the Peace Committee’s activities. The blog can be 
found at www.penportugues.org   
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The worldwide community of writers 
76th PEN International Congress, Tokyo, Japan 
 

The 76th PEN International Congress was 
hosted in Tokyo by the Japan PEN Centre 
from 26-30 September. The theme of the 
congress was “The Environment and 
Literature – What can words do?” Under 
the premise that the entirety of nature is 
the environment within which writers work, 
to consider and discuss how writers can 
address this global-scale theme in their 
writing. The theme was pursued from a 
diverse range of perspectives in the forum 

and seminars as well as via exhibitions, movie screenings, and other events. 
World famous writers, including Margaret Atwood, Chimamanda Ngozie 
Adichi, and Gao Xinjiang participated. 
 
This was also an opportunity to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Writers 
in Prison Committee with an exhibition on the “History of Japan P.E.N. and 50 
Years of International PEN WiPC” featuring the 50 emblematic cases 
representing each year of the Committee’s existence, and a specially 
designed “Empty Chair”.  
 
Concerns for the state of free expression in many countries around the world 
were the centre of discussions at the Writers in Prison Committee meeting, 
alongside news of events taking place world wide in celebration of its bi-
centenary. Eighteen resolutions were passed on abuses in: China, Cuba, 
Eritrea, Honduras, Iran, Mexico, Nepal, Russia, Tunisia, Turkey, Venezuela 
and Vietnam. Resolutions passed on 
China were delivered by hand to the 
Chinese embassy in Tokyo.  
 
The first day of the Tokyo Congress was 
given over to meetings of the PEN 
Regional Networks. This innovation 
provided an opportunity for the Asia-
Pacific Regional Network, the Ural-
Altay Language Solidarity Network, the 
PEN Africa Network and the Iberian 
American Foundation to meet and discuss within the official programme of the 
Congress. Network members came together to explore their shared priorities 
as PEN Centres within their region, to plan for future activities and 
collaborations, and to highlight issues of importance for their region. The 
meetings also highlighted the essential role played by regional networks 
in PEN's international cohesion and cooperation. Many of the discussions in 
this opening day of the Congress were reflected in the days that followed, 
through meetings of PEN Standing Committees, the innovative open 
discussion which opened the Assembly of Delegates, press conferences, 
literary events and the conversation and connecting of PEN writers from 90 
countries worldwide.   
 

Tokyo, Japan Congress 2010 

Delegates at the Tokyo Congress 2010 
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News 
A new International Secretary 
 
Hori Takeaki, a Japanese writer and anthropologist, Executive Director of 
Japanese Pen and board member of PEN International since 2001, was 
elected International Secretary to succeed Eugene Schoulgin who stepped 
down after three years in the post, and who took up the role of Vice President. 
 
During Hori’s exceptional career he has published numerous works of non-
fiction that focus on environmental, cultural and sociological issues. He has 
lectured at, and been professor to, several universities and his journalistic 
career includes five years as an editorial board member of Japan Times 
Weekly from 1990 - 1995 and a member of the Foreign Correspondent Club 
in Tokyo. He currently teaches at Anglo-American University in Prague. On 
appointment of his new role at Congress Hori addressed the delegation 
saying ‘the opportunity you have given me is a great surprise. I am ready to 
listen and be open minded’. 

 
New International Board Members 

Philo Ikonya, President of Kenyan PEN, Lee Gil-won of PEN Korea and Tarik 
Gunersel of PEN Turkey were newly elected to the Board.  

Philo Ikonya is a writer, lecturer and human rights 
activist. She taught semiotics at Tangaza College and 
Spanish at the United States International University in 
Nairobi. She graduated in Literature and Linguistics 
(The University of Nairobi) before reading philosophy in 
Spain and Italy. She worked as an editor for Oxford 
University Press (Eastern Africa). Born in Kenya, Philo 

speaks Kiswahili, Gikuyu, English, Spanish and some Norsk. Her fiction 
includes two novels, Leading the Night and Kenya, will you marry me?. She 
has published three poetry anthologies: This Bread of Peace, (Lapwing) 
Belfast Ireland and Out of Prison- Love Songs translated into German (Aus 
dem Gefangnis Liebesgesange). 

Tarik Günersel, is a poet, playwright, translator and 
actor. He studied English Literature and Anthropology 
at Istanbul University. He served as the president of 
PEN Turkey (2007-2009). In 1997 he presented the 
idea of World Poetry Day at the International PEN 
Congress in Edinburgh. Günersel's works include 
collections of poetry, short & nano stories, aphorisms, 
memoirs of Saudi Arabia, and opera libretti for the 
composer Selman Ada. Since 1974, he has been 
writing A Toy Called Time, a multi-genre mosaic. His 
plays include Threat, A Wolf in Armour, Billennium, 

and Fate Planners. Among his stage adaptations is a monodrama, Being 
Anne Frank. His Amore More Ore Re is a selection of ideas from world 
culture, his aphorisms and his daughter Baris Günersel's poem about the 
future. His translations into Turkish include works by Perry Anderson, Samuel 
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Beckett, Tim Burton, Vaclav Havel, Savyon Liebrecht and Arthur Miller. A 
dramaturg at Istanbul City Theater, he has acted on stage and in films and 
directed some of his plays. 

New PEN Centres  
 
During the PEN International Congress in 2010 the Cambodian Centre was 
welcomed to the organisation’s worldwide community of writers. The new 
centre will work with the PEN International office to promote and protect 
freedom of expression in Cambodia. 
 
Partnerships 
 
PEN International was delighted to continue working in partnership with a 
number of existing supporters in 2010.  Bloomberg L.P. sponsored the 
London Free the Word! Festival for the third year. Temple Translations 
provided significant support in the ongoing translation of documents, Clifford 
Chance donated legal support and Pentagram and 26 continued its support in 
the development on PEN International’s new brand logo which was officially 
launched in September 2010 at the Tokyo Congress.  
 
The Culture Programme of the European Union and the Prince Claus 
Foundation continued its support of the Free the Word! international network 
and the Writers in Prison Committee received support from the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency, Fritt Ord Institute, Swedish 
Ministry of Culture, Swedish Ministry of Education, Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Oxfam Novib among many others. 
 
PEN International is grateful for all the generous support received throughout 
2010, without which our work to promote and protect freedom of expression 
would not be possible.  
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PEN International Board and staff  
 

Board of PEN International  
 
John Ralston Saul  
International President  
PEN Canada/PEN Quebecois  
 
Eugene Schoulgin (Until September 2010) 
International Secretary 
Norwegian PEN  
 
Takeaki Hori (from September 2010) 
International Secretary 
Japanese PEN 
 
Eric Lax 
International Treasurer 
USA PEN  
 
Michael Butscher  Sierrra Leone PEN (until September 2010) 
Lee Gil-Won Korean PEN (from September 2010) 
Tarik Günersel Turkish PEN (from September 2010) 
Markéta Hejkalová Czech PEN 
Takeaki Hori Japanese PEN (until September 2010) 
Philo Ikonya Kenyan PEN (from September 2010) 
Yang Lian Independent Chinese PEN 
Mohamed Magani Algerian PEN 
Haroon Siddiqui Canadian PEN 
Kritsin T. Schnider Swiss-German PEN (until September 2010) 
 
Presidents Emeritus 
Homero Aridjis,  Ronald Harwood CBE, Francis King CBE, György Konrád, 
Mario Vargas Llosa, Per Wästberg 
 
Vice Presidents 
Margaret Atwood, Niels Barford, Andrei Bitov, Alexandre Blokh, Sook-Hee 
Chun, J.M. Coetzee, Georges Emmanuel Clancier, Moris Farhi MBE, Gloria 
Guardia, Nadine Gordimer, Nancy Ing, Lucina Kathmann, Kata Kulavkova, 
Joanne Leedom-Ackerman, Predrag Matvejevic, Toni Morrison, Boris A. 
Novak, Michael Scammell, Eugene Schoulgin, Thomas von Vegesack 
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PEN International Staff  
 
Executive Director Caroline McCormick (resigned June 2010) 
Administrator Sandrine Fameni 
Finance Manager Anthony Archer 
Communications Director Emily Bromfield  
PEN International Magazine Editor Mitchell Albert 
Interim Executive Director / Writers in Prison Comm ittee Programme 
Director Sara Whyatt 
Africa/America Researcher Tamsin Mitchell 
Asia/MENA Researcher Cathy McCann 
Campaigns Assistant Patricia Diaz / Ghias Aljundi 
Interim Executive Director / International Programm es Director Frank 
Geary 
International Programmes Assistant Ana Fletcher 
Literary Events Director Kate Griffin  
Literary Events Administrator Sharmilla Beezmohun  
Interns Nick Chapman, Ed Hadfield, Rebbecca Hammond, Kate Joseph, 
Shafaq Kiani, Beatrice Mazzi, Malila Nsika, Elena Polydorou, Alice Winborn 
 
 
PEN International Office:  
Brownlow House, 50/51 High Holborn, London WC1V 6ER 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7405 0338 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7405 0339  
Website: www.pen-international.org   
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Accounts 
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Thank you  
 
PEN International is grateful for the support received in 2010 from 26, ANMFS 
Limited , APAX Partners, Arts Council England , A. T. Cross, Awards for All, 
Bitter Lemon Publications, Bloomberg L.P., Clifford Chance, the 
Commonwealth Foundation, David Hardy Foundation, Eric Lax, Freedom to 
Create, Fritt Ord Institute, FONT International, Gulbenkian Foundation, 
Gyldendal Norsk Forlag A.S., HMP Askham Grange, ICORN, Japan PEN, 
John Ralston Saul, Karen Sulzberger, Korean PEN, Lee Gil-Won, Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, 
Oxfam Novib, family and colleagues of the late Patrick Ensor, Pentagram, 
PEN American Center, Power Corporation, the Robert Gavron Charitable 
Trust, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Swedish 
Ministry of Culture, Temple Translations, UNESCO, Westbourne Publications, 
The Alan and Babette Sainsbury Charitable Fund, The Foyle Foundation, The 
Garfield Weston Foundation, The John S. Cohen Foundation, The Neil 
Kreitman Foundation, The Sigrid Rausing Trust, The Sulzberger Foundation 
and other donors who wish to remain anonymous. 
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