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Promoting Literature
Free the Word!

In April 2008 International PEN launched its first festival, Free the Word!, celebrating
the best contemporary literature from around the world. It launched with the ambition
to become an international festival with events in many cities, bringing writers
together from every culture and language, writing in every form, to share and explore
ideas and experiences and open conversations about how words can transform,
influence and excite. It also invited readers to ‘meet the great writers you know and
the great writers you don't’, encouraging the exploration of voices and stories from
other worlds. Across three days at venues around London'’s’ cultural hub, the South
Bank, nearly 2000 audience members listened to and talked with Salman Rushdie,
Alaa Al Aswany, Alexis Wright, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Faiza Guéne and Francisco
Goldman among many others. Events included a journey through the writings and
experiences of literary dissidents, a conversation across cultures about the land rights
of indigenous peoples, a unique poetry in translation event that turned the act of
translation into a exchange about the meaning of words, and a cabaret that explored
the right to insult and be insulted. The festival was brought together by the theme
‘The Writer Next Door’, chosen to provoke questions about our neighbours, the ideas
they have, the stories they tell and the languages they speak. Free the Word! is set to
become a truly international festival in 2009 with events staged in world cities all
celebrating the best in contemporary literature.

Mohamed Magani, Algerian novelist and member
of the Board of International PEN at Free the Word! 2008
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Salman Rushdie
and Lisa Appignanesi,
Free the Word! 2008

Francisco Goldman
and Ngugi

wa Thiong’o,

Free the Word! 2008
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‘Free the Word! is International PEN in spirit and action -
a festival for authors and readers to make sparks across
the divide between national literatures’
Sir Tom Stoppard, International PEN Author Advocate
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PEN International Magazine

Throughout 2008, PEN International continued to develop

as a window into literature from across the globe. The inaugural
themed issue, "The Writer Next Door’, published to coincide
with Free the Word!, brought together voices from Burma,
Iceland, Peru, Canada, France, Ghana, Turkey, Iran and Chile.

It also launched a new and exciting section, ‘Found in
Translation’, sponsored by Bloomberg, that introduced writing
in English, French and Spanish from its original language for
the first time. The ‘Context’ series, showcasing the best new
writing from regions of the world, was carried from Africa and
the Middle East in 2007 to ‘Context: Latin America and the
Caribbean’ in 2008, with work by Patrick Chamoiseau of
Martinique, Ernesto Cardenal of Nicaragua, Brazilian novelist
Milton Hatoum, Ecuadorian-America writer Niki Aguirre and
Haitian novelist Jean-Claude Fignolé. As part of Free the Word!,
the aspirations of the magazine were showcased through
‘International Futures’, an event giving readers the opportunity
to hear the writers of tomorrow.

‘Reading in the pages of PEN
International we celebrate not just
our differences but also our common
humanity and universal values’
Azar Nafisi

PEN INTERNATIONAL

The Writer Next Door
Mon voisin l'écrivain
Mi vecino el escritor
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Literary exchanges and the writer in society

International Programmes

International PEN works closely with its Centres to identify ways to strengthen their
abilities to run programmes with local communities and develop ways in which this
work can impact day-to-day on readers and writers across different communities.
Projects aim to highlight the importance of reading and writing in education, and
dialogue between countries, languages and communities. The projects include writing
and storytelling workshops, public readings, pioneering mentoring schemes in schools
and family events that are radically changing the way readers engage with the world
of ideas and the imagination.

Africa regional programme

Throughout 2008, International PEN worked with the PEN
Centres in Africa to increase their capacity and develop
programmes. Six programmes grants were awarded to PEN
Centres in Africa in 2008 for projects relating to education
and reading and writing, library events for the community and
programmes in schools. For example, Somali Speaking PEN ’s
main aim is to promote reading and writing in Somali, which
has only existed as a written language since 1972. The Centre
worked towards this by carrying out an education project

in schools in and around Djibouti, holding creative writing
workshops with students. Nigerian PEN held a series of
workshops examining the role of the writer in society and

in education. These included events for young writers and
also creative reading and writing workshops in community
groups and schools. PEN Centres in Ghana, Guinea, Malawi,
Uganda, Somalia and Zambia, held events for the Writers in
Prison Committee’s Day of the Imprisoned Writer on November
15th to promote freedom of expression and human rights
issues in their countries.

Latin America and the Caribbean regional programme

International PEN held a regional conference with PEN Centres in the Latin American
and Caribbean region in May 2008 to launch this regional programme. We talked
about the shared priorities for the next year and Centres identified such matters as
the promotion of indigenous literature and culture and freedom of expression. PEN
Centres in the region recommended several writers for PEN International ‘Context:
Latin America and the Caribbean’ and the issue includes work by members of
Mexican, Paraguayan, Colombian and Puerto Rican PEN. In 2009, we will work
together to identify the activities and programmes that can be carried out to support
the priorities of the Latin American and Caribbean PEN Centres, and we will also look
at how to support and develop Centre capacity.
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Women Writers

In many countries around the world, women have little or no opportunity to read and
write beyond a basic education, if they receive an education at all. International PEN
works with its Centres to campaign for greater access to literature for women and
girls. We emphasise literature’s importance in encouraging understanding of women'’s
rights and the role writers can play in raising awareness of human histories through
storytelling.

The International PEN Women Writers’ Committee published volume four of Our
Voice, the anthology of writing by women PEN members, in August 2008. It featured
fiction, poetry, essays and cultural writing. Working together with the Writers in Prison
Committee, it issued a survey about the treatment of women writers in prison and the
dangers they face. The Committee also maintained a presence at the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women.

Peruvian PEN’s Women Writers Committee worked with the Spanish Cultural Centre
to present a cycle of lectures about Peruvian Women Writers of the 20th century.
Nicaraguan PEN published a magazine of women's writing, Anide. Finnish PEN's
Women Writers Committee co-ordinated the publication of an anthology of fiction
written by women from Central Asia following a successful conference held in 2007 for
and about women writers from this region. Through the Africa Regional Programme,
Centres such as Guinean PEN continue to use storytelling, poems and performance as
well as individual tuition to work with girls in and out of school to give them access to
reading and writing.

Guinean PEN talking to school girls about the importance of books
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Freedom of Expression

1 believe that [journalists and human rights groups including International
PEN] saved my life by writing letters, by being there, by making calls or even
just by thinking or wishing that I was alive...’

Lydia Cacho, Mexican author and activist

‘Freedom to read, freedom to write’
A campaign for freedom of expression in China

In April 2008, International PEN launched a worldwide campaign calling for
freedom of expression and improved civil and political rights for all Chinese l—‘—l{}E L
writers and journalists. In the months leading up to the 2008 Beijing Olympic 1% EH
Games, PEN Centres worldwide worked together to raise awareness of the st
repression, imprisonment and harassment of writers in China. Through media Fﬁmﬂ:
: L : : : =
reporting, petitions, government lobbying, lectures and readings, the campaign
sought to highlight the impact that the suppression of freedom of speech can have

on writers and their work. The ‘PEN Poem Relay’ organised by Sydney and Swiss
German PEN and the ‘We Are Ready for Free Expression’ campaign initiated by
American, Canadian and Independent Chinese PEN, were greatly successful in
uniting the PEN community across the diversity of languages and cultures within
our organisation.

The Writers in Prison Committee Conference
4 — 6 April, Glasgow, Scotland

Over 70 PEN members gathered in Glasgow in April to share work and experiences
of campaigning for free expression and the right to write. Key concerns such as hate
speech, the rise of legislation on religious offence and anti-terror laws, were discussed
alongside an exchange of ideas about current campaigning activity and focuses on
specific freedom of speech issues around the world. Scottish PEN, the hosts of the
conference, staged a public event as part of the programme that looked at ways in
which young people can be introduced to human rights related issues: ‘'The Freedom
Game: The Future of Our Liberty’, used a board game to illustrate how writers are
repressed and persecuted for the pursuit of their profession.

11
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Day of the Imprisoned Writer 2008

On 15 November every year, PEN's worldwide membership celebrates the courage of
other writers who challenge the repression of freedom of expression and the right to
information. The ‘Day of the Imprisoned Writer’ aims to raise awareness of these
writers by sending appeals, writing letters and staging events. Since 15 November
2007, 39 writers have been killed, many for the practice of their professions. The 2008
campaign focussed on five writers from Azerbaijan, China, Iran, Peru and Zimbabwe,
all of whom are serving prison sentences or have had their work banned or were
harassed, threatened or attacked. Guinean PEN staged events with three Guinean
authors who had been imprisoned for their work. The 20th Catalonia International
Prize, sponsored by Catalan PEN, was awarded to Aung San Suu Kyi. Catalan PEN
also hosted a series of readings focussing on Burmese writing as well as events on
Writing and Territory with speakers from Algeria, Cuba and Kosovo. Somali-Speaking
PEN held a workshop in Mogadishu with over 80 writers, journalists, lawyers and
human rights activists to discuss the impact of civil war in Somalia and the freedom
of Somali writers and journalists. Swedish PEN awarded the annual Tucholsky Prize
to Mexican author Lydia Cacho for her work in exposing corruption and human rights
abuses in Mexico.

Azerbaijan
Eynulla Fatullayev, Journalist and Editor

Eynulla Fatullayev, editor of Giindelike Azerbaijan

and the Russian language Realny Azerbaijan is serving
a sentence of eight and a half years’ imprisonment

for an article published in Realny Azerbaijan. There

are widespread concerns that his sentence may be linked
to his investigation into the murder of editor Elmar
Huseynov in 2005. The Writers in Prison Committee

of International PEN considers the continued detention
of Eynulla Fatullayev to be a breach of international
standards, guaranteeing freedom of expression, and
calls for his immediate release.

Season Greetings

PEN members across the world united again in December to write words

of encouragement, hope and good wishes to fellow writers imprisoned

for exercising their right to freedom of expression. As in 2007, the focus in 2008
was contacting writers and their families in China and Cuba. PEN members

also wrote to their fellows in Cameroon, Egypt, Iran, Turkey and Vietnam.

Adnan Hassanpour, journalist and advocate
of cultural rights for Iranian Kurds, Seasons Greetings 2008
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Translation and Linguistic Rights

At the very heart of International PEN’s work is the diversity of stories that make up
our community. Celebrating contemporary writing from every culture, language and
form, literature in translation is vital in making connections between shared human
experiences. This was reflected through a number of important projects in 2008.

With the introduction of the Free the Word! festival, focussing on literature from
around the world and literature in translation, to the international literary calendar,
as well as the new section in PEN International Magazine, ‘Found in Translation’,
International PEN began to bring new voices to a wider audience of readers and
writers. The international meeting on Literary Translation in Algiers in December
marked a remarkable collaboration between the Algerian Ministry of Culture, The
Higher Arab Institute for Literary Translation, Algerian PEN and International PEN.
Gathering together over 100 writers, translators, publishers, cultural agencies and
funders, conversations were ‘Translating and Living Together." As a result of this
meeting, the Algerian Ministry of Culture announced further funding for literature in
translation.

A translated poem is like a new tree growing out from the root of the original’

Yang Lian

Many PEN Centres staged conferences and events celebrating linguistic diversity
and the importance of language in terms of cultural identity. Turkish PEN held a panel
discussion on globalisation and linguistic rights. Galician PEN’s second biannual
conference, ‘De pedra e palabra’, brought together PEN members from 15 countries
and three continents to discuss ways in which national cultures and languages can be
made visible and relevant at an international level. Macedonian PEN's Diversity
website continued to expand its multi-lingual e-collection of literature in translation
from across the world.

The International PEN Translation & Linguistic Rights Committee elected a new
Chair, Josep Maria Terricabras of Catalan PEN, who gave great emphasis to opening
up the Committee to include more cultures and languages in both the oral and
written traditions. The Committee also presented a statement to the delegates
of the 74th International PEN Congress about the linguistic rights of Kurdish people
and the cultural diversity in Latin America reflected in its indigenous languages.
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Writers for Peace

The International PEN Writers for Peace Committee promote intercultural
understanding in places of conflict through dialogue and the search for shared
experiences regardless of culture or language. In March, writers came together in
Bled for an historic 40th anniversary Peace Committee conference.

More than 30 PEN Centres and 100 delegates exchanged ideas on the themes
‘What is European consciousness?’ and ‘An ethical attitude to history as a source of
peace’. They discussed the roles that writers can play in encouraging awareness of
other worlds and how the written word can improve engagement across different
societies.

Throughout 2008, the Committee protested against human rights abuses in Russia
and Georgia, corresponded with Al Gore about how activities promoting peace can
raise awareness of climate change and supported the campaign protesting against
the ongoing detention of Aung San Suu Kyi. Edvard Kovac, Chair of the Peace
Committee, spoke on intercultural dialogue as a way to encourage sharing knowledge
as a basis for civil society at the opening of Slovenia’s Presidency of Council of
European Union. He also gave speeches at the University of Toulouse and the French
Institute in Berlin.
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International PEN Centres

International PEN has 144 Centres in 102 countries. They seek to promote
International PEN’s aims and organise their own programmes of activity that
work towards the guiding principles of International PEN and the Charter. These
include producing publications, literary prizes and public literary events as well as
community programmes focusing on education and engagement with reading and
writing. Centres work with International PEN through the regional programmes to
develop activities and Centre capacity. The Centres can also elect to be members
of the different Committees to be part of their work on freedom of expression
issues, women writers, translation and linguistic rights, and writers for peace.

Afar Speaking Centre
Afghan Centre
African Writers
Abroad Centre
Albanian Centre
Algerian Centre
American Centre
Argentinian Centre
Armenian Centre
Austrian Centre
Azerbaijani Centre
Bangladeshi Centre
Basque Centre
Belarusian Centre
Belgian (Dutch
Speaking) Centre
Belgian (French
Speaking) Centre
Benin Centre
Bishkek Centre
Bolivian Centre
Bosnian Centre
Brazilian Centre
Bulgarian Centre
Cameroonian Centre
Canadian Centre
Catalan Centre
Chechen Writers
Centre
Chilean Centre
Chinese Centre
Chinese Writers
Abroad Centre
Colombian Centre
Congolese Centre
Croatian Centre
Cuban Writers in Exile
Centre
Cypriot Centre
Czech Centre
Danish Centre
Egyptian Centre

English Centre
Esperanto Centre
Ethiopian Centre
Finnish Centre
French Centre
Galician Centre
Georgian Centre
German Centre
German Speaking
Writers Abroad
Centre
Ghanaian Centre
Greek Centre
Guadalajaran Centre
Guagzhou Chinese
Centre
Guatemalan Centre
Guinean Centre
Haiti Centre
Hong Kong (Chinese
Speaking) Centre
Hong Kong (English
Speaking) Centre
Hungarian Centre
Hungarian Writers in
Romania Centre
Icelandic Centre
Independent Chinese
Centre
Indian Centre
Iragi Centre
Iranian Writers in Exile
Centre
Irish Centre
Israeli Centre
Italian Centre
Ivory Coast Centre
Jamaican Centre
Japanese Centre
Jordanian Centre
Kazakh Centre
Kenyan Centre
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Korean Centre
Kosovo Centre
Kurdish Centre
Latvian Centre
Lebanese Centre
Liechtenstein Centre
Lithuanian Centre
Macedonian Centre
Malawian Centre
Melbourne Centre
Mexican Centre
Moldovan Centre
Monegasque Centre
Montengrin Centre
Moroccan Centre
Nepalese Centre
Netherlands Centre
New Zealand Centre
Nicaraguan Centre
Nigerian Centre
Norwegian Centre
Pakistani Centre
Palestinian Centre
Panamanian Centre
Paraguayan Centre
Perth Centre
Peruvian Centre
Philippine Centre
Polish Centre
Portuguese Centre
Pretoria Centre
Puerto Rican Centre
Quebecois Centre
Roma Centre
Romanian Centre
Russian Centre
Salta Centre
San Miguel de
Allende Centre
Sardinian Centre
Scottish Centre
Senegalese Centre

Serbian Centre
Shanghai Centre
Sierra Leone Centre
Slovak Centre
Slovene Centre
Somali-Speaking
Centre
South African Centre
Spanish Centre
Sudanese Writers
in Exile Centre
Suisse Romand Centre
Swedish Centre
Swiss German Centre
Swiss Italian and Reto-
Romansh Centre
Sydney Centre
Tapei Chinese Centre
Tatar Centre
Thai Centre
Tibetan Writers
Abroad Centre
Trieste Centre
Turkish Centre
Ugandan Centre
Ukrainian Centre
Uruguayan Centre
USA Centre
Uyghur Centre
Venezuelan Centre
Vietnamese Writers
Abroad Centre
Writers from former
Yugoslavia Centre
Writers in Exile,
American Centre
Writers in Exile,
German Centre
Writers in Exile,
London Centre
Zambian Centre
Zimbabwe Centre
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Board of International PEN

Jiri Grusa
International President,
Czech PEN

Eugene Schoulgin
International Secretary,
Norwegian PEN

Eric Lax
International Treasurer,
USA PEN

Cecilia Balcazar Colombian PEN
Michael Butscher Sierra Leone PEN
Takeaki Hori Japanese PEN

Yang Lian Independent Chinese PEN
(from September 2008)

Mohamed Magani Algerian PEN
Elisabeth Nordgren Finnish PEN

(until September 2008)

Kristin T. Schnider Swiss-German PEN
Haroon Siddiqui Canadian PEN

Presidents Emeritus:

Homero Aridjis, Ronald Harwood CBE,
Francis King CBE, Gyérgy Konrad,
Mario Vargas Llosa, Per Wastberg

Vice Presidents:

Margaret Atwood, Niels Barford,
Andrei Bitov, Alexandre Blokh, Sook-
Hee Chun, J.M. Coetzee, Georges
Emmanuel Clancier, Moris Farhi MBE,
Gloria Guardia, Nadine Gordimer,
Nancy Ing, Lucina Kathmann, Kata
Kulavkova, Joanne Leedom-Ackerman,
Predrag Matvejevic, Toni Morrison,
Boris A. Novak, Antonio Olinto, Michael
Scammell, Thomas von Vegesack
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International PEN Staff 2008:

Caroline McCormick Executive Director
Cerian Eiles Administrator

Anthony Archer Finance Manager

Emily Bromfield Communications
Director

Mitchell Albert PEN International
Magazine Editor

Sara Whyatt Writers in Prison Committee
Programme Director

Tamsin Mitchell

Africa/America Researcher

Cathy McCann Asia/MENA Researcher
Patricia Diaz Campaigns Assistant

Frank Geary

International Programmes Director
Karen Efford

International Programmes Officer

Sarah Ardizzone Literary Events Director
Hilary Davidson Literary Events
Administrator

Margaret Oscar Free the Word! Project
Manager

Kemi Bamgbose, Beatriz Bellorin, Ana
Fletcher, Sarah Madden, Florencia Soto
Nino-Martinez, Eleanor Salter, Elizabeth
Skelly Interns

International PEN Head Office:
Brownlow House, 50/51 High Holborn,
London WC1V 6ER

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7405 0338

Fax: +44 (0) 20 7405 0339

Website: www.internationalpen.org.uk

International PEN is a registered charity,
number 1117088
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INCOMING RESOURCES

Dues from Centres

Donations - PEN Centres and individuals
Subscriptions

Congress Grant and Income

Grants

Sponsorship

Investment Income

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES
RESOURCES EXPENDED

Staff Costs

Programme and Development Costs
Bank Charges

Premises and Facility Costs
Administrative Expenses
Communication Costs

Travel, Meeting and Event Costs
Congress

Professional and Audit Fees

Foreign Exchange Gain/Loss

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

TOTAL FUNDS AT 1 JANUARY 2008
TOTAL FUNDS AT 31 DECEMBER 2008

Auditors Gotham Erskine LLP London

International PEN Annual Report 2008

Total Funds
2008

107,763
74,923
738
14,671
503,611
99,553
4,596

805,855

366,126
178,403
1,666
82,640
15,890
30,758
70,996
36,881
7,139
-3,007

787,492
18,363
29,584

47,947

Total Funds
2007

94,754
84,170
522
18,712
361,617
45,000
4,070

608,845

288,570
71,092
1,968
89,240
10,809
17,532
38,663
30,286
33,539
1,988

583,687
25,158
4,426

29,584
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Thank you

International PEN is grateful for the support received in 2008 from 26, Arts Council
England, ArtAction, Awards for All, the Banyan Tree Foundation, Bloomberg L.P.,
Clifford Chance, The John S. Cohen Foundation, A. T. Cross, The Foyle Foundation,
FONT International, family and colleagues of the late Patrick Ensor, the Robert Gavron
Charitable Trust, Gyldendal Norsk Forlag A.S., ICORN, The Neil Kreitman Foundation,
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Fritt Ord Institute, Oxfam Novib, PEN
American Center, Pentagram, The Alan and Babette Sainsbury Charitable Fund, Karen
Sulzberger and Eric Lax, The Sigrid Rausing Trust, The Sulzberger Foundation,
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Swedish Ministry of
Culture, Temple Translations, The Garfield Weston Foundation, UNESCO and other
donors who wish to remain anonymous

Bloomberg

% Sida

International PEN
Brownlow House
50/51 High Holborn
London WC1V 6ER

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7405 0338
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7405 0339

www.internationalpen.org.uk
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