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PEN Belarus and PEN International are proud to publish the following letter in Belarusian and
English by writer, PEN Belarus member and Nobel Peace Prize winner Ales Bialiatski.

| still wonder how worthy | am of such massive human support. Me, an ordinary man
who does not lack his own weaknesses and shortcomings, and who hardly wants to be a role
model for anyone. Am | perhaps not missing something and underestimating all the significance
and depth of the circumstances in which | found myself? There are many other different
problems in the world: war, oppression, violence, cruelty, and hatred. There are entire
countries and regions where human life is worth no more than a bullet shot from a Kalashnikov
assault rifle. And yet, there is some kind of a reason or an excuse to morally support me, even
in such a harmless way, with a postcard or a letter. Maybe this is how world solidarity manifests
itself... Maybe these letters of support express a protest against general injustice... Maybe they
are radiating irrational compassion, poured out all over the world, to all the offended and
oppressed?

It is certain that | have become an opportunity for other people to express their civil
position and an object of human sympathy and philanthropy. Objectively speaking, there is
nothing surprising in this. If people raise, protect and intercede; even more than that, if
sometimes they take great risks and sacrifice themselves for the sake of animals, nature, and
the surrounding world, then why not do the same, even with greater impetus, in relation to our
fellow human beings? The fact that the victim was a human rights defender, who himself tried
to help other people, makes the situation more unusual. In some ways, human rights defenders
can be compared to doctors. Only they do cure physical wounds and diseases but help with
those problems that society often creates for itself. After all, many diseases are the result of
humanity's actions as well. First, we build a chemical plant, because we want to give more
workplaces and increase the standards of living, and then we face a fear of cancer, which
attacks individuals because of the chemistry we decided to use.

People's lives consist of contradictions that they have to overcome day and night. There
is no peace in this world. Human rights defenders fight, strive, and struggle for a better life for
society, often for particular individuals who find themselves in deep water. It happens that, as
in a street fight, they rush to separate and reconcile the warring parties and get hit in the head.
Regularly, human rights defenders stand up for the weak and protect them from those who
wield the power of this world, and again they get struck, because they “get in where it is not
necessary." People usually support human rights defenders, rely on them, and we must not be
any less than what they think of us. And yet it seems to me that there is an invisible connection
between me and those who write to me without expecting a reply. In these letters and
postcards, the victim that | do not consider myself to be is often transformed into a hero that |



am not, but that they would like to see in me. A person who is a victim and a hero at the same
time is neither of these things.

March 2014
Babrujsk, penal colony No. 2

S 3agyMBarocsi, HAaKOJIbKI BapThI TAKOW MacaBal JIFOI3KOU MaaTPBIMKi. 3BbIYAHBI
YajaBek, y sIKoTra Xarae cBaix cyiabachlsy 1 Hepaxomnay, siki Haypas i xo4a ObIIb JUIs
Karo-HeOY/13b MPBIKJIATIaM Y KbIIbIl. L1, Moka, 51 campay nbl 4arocelli He pa3yMero i
HeJaalPHbBAK0 YCEi MMaT3HAYHACKIII 1 TJIBIOIHI abcTaBiHay, y SKiX anbiHyycsa? Y chBelle iCHye
6e3bJIiu iHIIBIX PO3HBIX Tpabiaemay: BaifHa, yIiCK, TBANT, )KOPCTKACHIb i HAHABICHIb. Echilb
LJIBIS KpaiHbl 1 pIri€Hbl, 3¢ yanaBeuae JKbIIbIE BapTae KOIITY MaTpoHa aj ayTamara
Kanammnikaga. [lITockli Yc€ x 3psayserniia npbprabiHail 1 Haronai, kabd MapajibHa NaATPhIMAllb,
Hsxal cabe ¥ Taki OSCKPBIYIHBI criocal, mamToyKaii 1i JictoM, 1 MaHe. Moska, TaKkiM YbIHaM
BEIsTYIIsie cs10€ CyChBETHAS callifapHachIlh? Moxa, Impa3 TIThIS JIICThI MaTPHIMKI BEICHBEUBACIIIA
MPaTACT CyIpallb aryjbHai HecpaBsTiBachIli? Moxka, 3b iX BhIIPaMEHbBAE ipallbITHATbHAS
craraja, pa3biiTas Ba YCiM ChbBEILIE, J1a YCiX MaKPBIYHKAHBIX 1 MPHITHEYAHbBIX ?

[I»¥Ha, mTo s ctay ab’exTam, sKi Jae MardsIMachllb IHIIBIM JIFO/35M BBIKA3allb CBAIO
rpaMa3sHCKYIO Ma3ilblio, IPasBillb YadaBeuylo craraiy i yajaBekantoOcTBa. AO’eKThIyHa
Ka)Ky4bl, MaObILlb, HiYOTa A31yHara ¥ raTeiM HsAMa. Kami mroa3i ragytons, 6eparyisp i
3acTynaroIa, OOJbII Taro, YacaM PhI3bIKYIOLb 1 aXBSAPYIOLb ca00 A3esl KBIBENAY, MPBIPOIBL,
HaBaKoJIbHara ChbBETY, JAbIK YaMy K He pabillb Toe caMae, SIry?d i 3 OONbIIBIM IMIIITaM, Y
CTacyHKax Jia 6patoy cabe nagoOHbIx? KpbIxy He3BbIUaliHAChII Aajae Xi0a Toe, ITO axBsiparo
cTaycs nmpaBaadapoHIla, TOH, XTO caM IMKHYYCsI lanlamarallb 1HIIbIM JII0OA35M. Y M3YHBIM COHCE,
YaCTKOBa, TpaBaadapoHIly MOKHA MapayHaik 3 1okTapam. TombKi Jigkye €H He (Pi319HbIS paHbI 1
XBapoOkbl, a anamarae ¥ ThIX mpadriemax, siKis yacTa rpaMaj3TBa cTBapae camo cabe. Ypoiuuiie, 1
3 xBapoOami yacTa aTpeIMJiIiBaellia Takas camas rictopbis. CnayaTtky Oyayela XiMigHbl 3aBO/,
00 maTpIOHBISA MECIIBI TIPALIBI 1 MPBIMMATBHBI Y3POBEHD KBIIIbIIS, a TOTHIM JISKYEIIa pak, ki
HaKiBaellla Ha JajaBeKa 3-3a raTail xiMmil.

Kempué mroa3eit nabyaaBanae 3 CymspIYHACHIY, SKis MPBIXO/3i1IlIa epaagoibBallb
yBech yac. Hsma ¥ raTeiM ceBere criakoro. [IpaBaaGapoHIbl 3Mararo1iia, pyrsia, BarooIb 3a
JIETIIIIAe KBIIBIE TS TpaMaI3TBa, yacTa JUIs HelKara KaHKpITHara JajaBeka, siki Tparuise ¥
Osi1y. briBae, ITO SIHBL, SIK y ByJIIUHA OOMIIBI, K11a01I11a Pa3bHALb 1 TPBIMIPHILL Baparyroubls
0axi, 1 aTpBIMJTIBAIOIh KAMEHEM Y TayiaBy. Yacta nmpaBaadapoHIIbl IMKHYIIIIA 3aCTYIIIA 32
crnabeiiniara, abapaHilb aJ MOIIHBIX I3Tara CbBeTy, 1 3HOY 1M JacTaeria, 60 sHbI YIa3sib «Ty/bl,
KyZbl Hs Tpa0ay». JIro/a31 3a3BbI4ail MaATPRIMITIBAOIb PaBaabapoHIIAY, CIIaA3SFOIIA Ha 1X, 1 MBI
MyCiM OBIIlb HsI TOPIIIBIMI, YBIM TIpa Hac JyMarollb. | ¥cé )k MHe 3/1aera, mTo Ha0ayHas CyBs3b
mamix MHOH 1 ThIMI, XTO MillIa MHE, HE CIa/I3€F0UbICS Ha aJKas3, iCHye. Y TATHIX JIicTax i
MAITOYKaX axBsipa, IKOH 5 csi0be He aauyBaro, YacTa rmepayTBapaeiiia ¥ repos, aKim s He



3BAYIISIOCS, ajie SIKoTa xareni 6 0ayblllh yBa MHE. AXBspa 1 Tepoil y aaHoi aco0e HacaMpad He
3BAYIISIONIA HI aXBsIpai, aHl repoeM.

Caxaeix 2014
babpyiick, kanownisa Ne2.



